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Environmental, social and governance (ESG) risks and opportunities have catapulted 

to the top of company boardroom agendas around the world. We are seeing a clear, 

historic, and game-changing shift in how companies are being held accountable for their 

environmental and societal impacts. 

The rising profile of ESG is also plainly evident in investments. According to Bloomberg 

Intelligence, the total market value of ESG investments will reach $53 trillion within the 

next five years and ESG will make up a third of the assets under management. 

In alignment with global sustainability trends, momentum is building around the 

Middle East’s ESG agenda, driven by numerous government initiatives and increasing 

requirements for disclosure on sustainable activities and reporting. The rising and rapidly 

evolving global focus on ESG is also coinciding with a technology race in the Middle 

East, with many countries in the region becoming early adopters of cutting-edge digital 

technologies as they look for an opportunity to win market share from their competitors. 

Given the region’s heavy dependence on oil and gas, oil majors and national oil companies 

are working to integrate ESG goals into their corporate strategies, and investors and 

consumers are increasingly demanding that businesses measure and address their ESG 

impacts. This is particularly apparent in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) and Saudi Arabia, 

two countries that are striving to establish themselves as sustainability and digital 

transformation leaders in the region. 

Datagration’s ESG application in the PetroVisor Unified Data Model (UDM) offers 

companies the ability to connect, characterize, and cleanse their ESG data to bring 

together a single view of their overall sustainability status on a daily basis, making it 

easy to see where they are trending against their ESG goals and identify opportunities 

to leverage. And large oil companies in the Middle East trust and use Datagration’s 

intelligent technology, which uses Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Machine Learning (ML) to 

deliver valuable insights. 

Integrate ESG goals into 
corporate strategies

$53 trillion
ESG investments will reach

within the next five years
- Bloomberg Intelligence

https://www.bloomberg.com/professional/blog/expert-insights-into-data-and-esg-in-the-middle-east/
https://www.bloomberg.com/professional/blog/expert-insights-into-data-and-esg-in-the-middle-east/
https://www.bloomberg.com/professional/blog/expert-insights-into-data-and-esg-in-the-middle-east/
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According to a recent analysis, PwC estimates that AI will contribute $320 billion to the 

Middle East’s economy by 2030, with the largest gains expected in Saudi Arabia, where AI 

is expected to contribute over $135 billion to the economy by 2030. 

The Government of Saudi Arabia launched a $6.4 billion effort earlier this year to 

invest in technology for the country’s future and to diversify the economy. The Minister 

of Communication and Information Technology told Reuters in an interview that the 

technology and digital market in Saudi Arabia is worth around $40 billion, the largest by 

far in the region.

In the UAE, the government launched a national AI program in 2017 and is on track to 

spearhead a long-term AI strategy that aligns with ESG best practices. A Microsoft AI poll 

of business leaders in the UAE found that 53.3 percent of the respondents in the country 

are willing to use AI to improve decision making within the next year, as opposed to 33.7 

percent globally. Also, 84 percent believe AI will have a positive impact on their leadership.

In addition, a recent study by PwC and strategic consultancy subsidiary Strategy& found 

that 60 percent of companies in the Middle East now have an ESG strategy in place 

and 58 percent of the companies polled said they expect their ESG implementation will 

enhance their brand reputation within their industry over the next year. 

“Across the region, we see national visions drive transformation at an unprecedented 

pace and scale in ways that are aligned with ESG principles,” according to Abdelkhaleq 

Ahmad, Consulting Partner at PwC Middle East. “We believe that ESG can take this 

transformation to the next level, with increased adoption leading to competitive 

advantage and long-term sustainable development.” 

The trend to embrace AI and ML applications in the region is clear. And companies 

understand the importance of Datagration’s powerful technology.  

“PetroVisor’s ESG application is very convenient for our clients because it is integrated 

into the exploration and production application, and companies can cross-analyze their 

data to successfully adhere to industry standards and local regulations, “says Frederico 

Justus, who is based in Abu Dhabi and leads the company’s Middle East, Europe, 

Africa, Asia, and Brazil operations as EVP of the Eastern Hemisphere. “For example, 

Adnoc considers ESG one of the main value enablers for their new production center of 

excellence that they will develop in Abu Dhabi.” 

$320 billion
PwC estimates that AI will contribute

to the Middle East’s economy by 2030

- PwC Analysis

https://www.pwc.com/m1/en/publications/potential-impact-artificial-intelligence-middle-east.html
https://news.microsoft.com/en-xm/features/the-tech-powering-the-middle-easts-digital-transformation/
https://news.microsoft.com/en-xm/features/the-tech-powering-the-middle-easts-digital-transformation/
https://www.consultancy-me.com/news/amp/4942/pwc-and-strategy-report-esg-is-on-the-rise-in-the-middle-east
https://www.pwc.com/m1/en/publications/potential-impact-artificial-intelligence-middle-east.html
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Oil and gas companies are consistently adapting to the new scenarios and industry 

demands regarding ESG. And the oil company of the future requires doing things 

differently to successfully optimize operations throughout its plays, with a focus 

on reducing impacts on the environment and society while generating positive and 

sustainable returns. 

Ideally, companies need an extensive business and engineering platform that provides 

real operational, data-driven tools to help them reach their ESG goals and operate more 

sustainably — and not just tools that only provide estimates on what may have occurred. 

The PetroVisor Platform provides companies with the ability to automate the flow of ESG 

data and develop rich predictive and analytic solutions, which are used and viewable 

at enterprise scale by all personnel in the company. With the ESG application, data can 

be consolidated into a single, sophisticated platform and used to uncover sustainability 

opportunities using AI and ML, resulting in the ability to predict ESG opportunities and 

risks before they occur. 

“Any digital strategy focused on meeting ESG and sustainability goals must look at all 

data, not just a narrow subset of data, and this data needs to be traceable and auditable 

back to the source,” says Bryan Marlborough, VP of Platform Development. “With the 

ability to track data from source to final destination, Datagration provides the only 

system on the market today that allows companies to track their ESG metrics in a 

dynamic and integrated way.”

 

About Datagration
Datagration provides the world’s Oil and Gas companies with the tools they need to integrate and 

model data into meaningful insights and decisions daily. Our team of data scientists, engineers, and 

technologists work hand in hand with our customers to build a single source of truth used across the 

organization for data analysis, benchmarking, internal collaboration, financial analysis, and more. 

To learn more about Datagration and the PetroVisor platform, go to www.datagration.com.  
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